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recent release of the film adaptation of Chris Kraus’ novel, Everybody Loves Dick, American Masters presents a documentary film called ‘Chris
Kraus: Her Words Are Loaded’. Composed by director Kathryn Kish and written by Jonathan Demme, and featuring interviews with a variety of
subjects including Adrian Grenier, Carol Dean, Isabel Selengut and others. This is a film that provides a glimpse into the mind and life of Kraus and
her writing. Kraus made a brief appearance at a Q&A of the film, where she discussed her motivations for writing and for taking on the journey of
trying to publish her first novel in Paris. The film explores Kraus’ life and reflects on her significance as a literary figure. It shows that Kraus’
publishers and the public seem to ‘uncover’ her on the publication of her first novel, ‘Female Trouble’, with the lines she writes becoming more and
more explicit. This public reaction is transformed into reading her work as a scene of female empowerment, something which is explored on more
personal grounds in the film. Kish and Demme’s film focusses in on Kraus’s motives in writing her first novel. Kraus’s passage from writing about
her life into writing about her sexuality is explored in depth. There is a mood of a merging of the two, which adds a peculiar angle into the
discussion of Kraus’ writing, which allows the film to convey this powerful, powerful mood throughout. There is a particular scene in the film where
Kraus is interviewed, and states that: “the last thing that i want to be is a feminist, that’s what i became, i gave birth to.” The film explores the
creation of her novel, ‘Justine’, and the differences between her first novel and her later work. The film shows that this transformation was due to
Kraus being careful about her first novel, and being hesitant to write about her sexuality, at the same time as revealing a lack of ‘discovery’ in her
writing, i.e. the lack of authenticity. This film is not for the faint-hearted and not for the easily offended. I personally found
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